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I. The Green and the Leys. Every effort has been nade by the Parish
Counei l  to  keep these reasonably  mown,  but  the problem has been
t o o  g r e a t .

The Qre6n neecls  mowing at  least  three t lnes a year .  Owing to
unforTff iE'fE-?ircunstances it  could only be done onc6; the cost in
man hours,  a t  three sh i l l ihgs and fourpence an hour ,  was €3.3.2d;
the machines and petro l  were prov ided f ree of  charge.  So three
t imes a year  by contract  would be someth ing l ike €20,  which is  a
fourpenny rate, ancl would leave the Parlsh Council  with no money
for  o ther  th ings,

The Counci l  is  gratefu l  to  those res idents who mow the s t r ips
outside their gardens; and to l \ [r.  Grimwood for mowing the tr iangle
abreast the Post Off ice; aJral to Mr. Archie Clarke for scything the
verges near  h is  house.  These p ieces g ive a g l impse of  how the
whole v i l lage green should look,  but  that  cannot  be achieved
wi thout  ass is tance f rom the County Counci l .  Af ter  a l l  i t  is  not
res idents a lone who der ive p leasuie f ron the appearance of  Suf fo lk
v i l i ages .

The Leys presents a b igger  problem.
^  + . 1of snags and those owners of mowers who

moderatety  t idy have had the i r  nachines
f r inges have been m.own once th is  year  at
exc lus ive of  the cost  o f  repai rs  to  the

Ses t  Kep t  V i l l age  Conpe t i t i on .  t h i s  exce l l en t  compe t l t i on  has  been
w (populat ion over  4Ob) and Brandeston
(under  400 ) .  [ os tock ,  o f  cou rse ,  cou ld  no t  en te r ;  we 'a re  too
hampered by our Green and lreys. 3ut Mr. N. Parker has visited the
two winning v i l lages in  order  to  see how Tostock comparbs wi th
!hen, and what chance theVe i.s of our competing in the future.
He used the maqking system laid down by the Ruial Conmunity Council
and the resul ts  are shown in  the fo l lowing tab le
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Ihe War Memorial is insit le the church.
The sumounds to  school  as seen f rom the
v i l lage need no upkeep.

Brandeston HaI I  is  a  pr ivate school .  they
maintain and use the playing f ield which is in
per fect  condi t ion.  The Vi l tage Hal l  is  in  the
play ing f ie lc l ;  marks were awarded to the la t ter
and not to the former.
The churchyard had been tr immed by the boys of
the pr ivate school .
The War Menorial is in the Cemetry which is in
a negleeteal  s tate

The War Memorial is inside tfre church.
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Mr,  Parker  po ints  out  that  as fostock had not  entered for  the
compet i t ion no specia l  work had been done on the verges,  or
adver t isenents,  or  on c lear ing up l i t ter .  In  both Monks Ete igh
and Brandeston the verges were e lean and t r in ,  and a l l  had been
done by vo lunteers;  (a  bonus to  the Highways dnd Sr idges Commit tee !  )

fhe d i f f icuf t  par t  o f  the compet i t ion is  the group for  which
45 narks are awarded, and happy is the vi l lage that has no vi l lage
green.  Al l  v i l lages have churchyards,  and these are genera l ly  in
var ious s tates of  shabbiness;  Mr.  Parker  says that  Monks Ele igh 's
and Srandestonrs are t 'noth ing to  wr i te  home about ' r1  even
Ch€Isworth,  which is  per fect ion in  every other  deta i l ,  has a
churchyard that is not rrup to snuff. " The model churchyard and
cenetry are to be seen in Cavenil ish; thffare beautiful iy kept.

Keep 3r i ta in  T idy Week.  A group fostered by the Nat ional  Federat ion
oilWomenrs IhsJftuteS Inauguarated a 'rKeep Britain l idyrt campaign
dui ing the Aqust  bank hol iday. '  The posters were d isp layed in
Tos tock . '  Courage  i s  requ i red  to  advance  th i s  p ro jec t .  A  ce r ta in
man was motor ing f ron Seyton to  [ostock.  Sucldenly  f rom the
nears ide wtndow of  a  car  ahead of  h im there f lu t tered.  out  a  p iece of
whi te  paper ,  fo l lowed by a ear ton which had conta inec l  50 c igaret tes;
ancl  they.  f  e l l  by the wayside.  

'

$lhat shouLd the man have done? He should have taken the
number of the car; picked Fp th9 offending l i t ter: and sent a
repo r t  t o  t he  po l i ce .

Did he c lo  i t?  No.  He said he was a lone in  h is  car  wi thout
wi tnesses;  that  the dr iver  o f  the other  car  woul ( l  have denied aI I
knowledge;  and had forgot ten who was in  the car  wi th  h im.  Which,
of  course,  is  a I I  me eye and Bet ty  Mart in .
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Counci l  Sungalows. Thedwastre Rural  Distr lct  Counci l  acceptei l
f f i s  fo r  a l loca t ion  o f  tenanc ies  fo r  two
bungalows which the Tostock Par j .sh Counci l  had f  orwarded as a
r e s u l t  o f  a  s e c r e t  b a l l o t .

Contact  wi th the County Counci I .  The Par ish Counci l  are grateful
to Ur.  fohn Counci l  representat ive,  for
at tending their  Beet ings,  He has already helped the vi l lage in a
certain matter and nad.e our Counei l  feel  that  they are in touch with
the County Counei I .

ITatural  History.  Di-d anyone hear the cuckoo af ter  lst  June?
It  has been a Iovely sunaer but what happened to the cuekoos? Hls
or her note,  both the nale and fenale birc is ut ter  i t  though
general ly the nale,  is  part  of  the joys of  sumaer.
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