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Foreword..

This is an important year as rvgard.s iocal goverrulent, because eloctionstake place for the lTest ljuffol-k couniy Council ii .e.pri}, "tla fo" the RuralDistrict and Parish Councils in tuby. rt is an unfortunate fact that thore arepeoplo who tako little interest irl.l-oca1 goverrunent. Sone are too oocupied.with their own affairs; sbme d.o not und.erstand what it is a1l about; an4 souefeel that there aro enough people talcing an intercst, so ivhy bother! But theseerectlons affe.ct us all; w€ rnay even find. that the tine coml",..h;;-ilr"y-"ff""[-- : qus rncl.l-vLd.uaJ.ly

Our system is a true d.emocracy. It  is preoiousl too precious to betreatecl in an off-hand' way. ft has evolved. after hund.red.s-of years; it haebeen fought for; and, now we have what .iibrahau Lincoln d.efined ls t,governrnent of
the people, bX the people and for the people.rr

By our systeu the Counoillors, representing the peopld and. eleetbd, by a
sccret and rnajority vote, are the bosses, ThE day to-d,ay work is d.one by-profossional looa1 government officials, who, fiti ttre Civil Servants in the
Illhitehall foIjnistriclr.d.o not change when Gounaillors are erootcd.. This oountry
is one of the few that hr,rs this excellcnt ru1e. ,Fut the systeru noed.s watchingl
because these off,icials, bei:rg pr:manent, generally know f-ar nor,., than thcir
bosses; and, there is a tond.ency- to leave d.ecisions to them! an,i there aro some
offioials, perhaps only a fv.w, who cannot resist thc tcuptition to bocoars littlo
bosses thearselves.

It is wise thsrefore to tiku an interest in local- governnent. gur yotes
shoulcl' be given thougntfully; we should elect Councillois who ..ro ijrle.11[;;;,
and r*rr-o will keep in close touch with the people.

{TSSI $uffgl'k Count.v CorJncit*

Tostook is in the Elcctorar Division consist ing ofr-
Boyton population jO| in j9J1
Drinkstone

' -ullmswell
' H e s s c t t

Tostook

_Ope Councillor is roturned to rcpresent the whole group. "r.ltmswel1 being
largest villrrge 1iil.-nr,turally exercise the most iniluence. At present
.":ut,i1 v1,can!i the last Counciilor, tVtr. John Kir}rvood., resigned. last year
has 1ef t  the d is t r ic t .

The election of a new Councillor will take place in Tostock Village iiallon Saturd.ay 12th rrpril, 1958.

'Thcdwastro Rural Distriot Council-.

There are 20 parishe,s in this Dis.trict. Iach paqish elects one
Councillor, .cxcept that .ujlmsweIl, lToolpit and. Yrralsharn le Willows are oach
al]owed. two,
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r ?he present Councill,or for. Tostock

The eleot ion of a Counci l lo: :  is due
on Tuesd.ay 6tU r\l,ay, 1o!8.

is Captain R. H. .,lrrington.

to take place in Tostock / i l lage HaIl
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fhe present council consists of the following councillors:_

lvlr .  I ' .  G, Armstroqg. Chainnan.
idr.  L.  i inock.
tvlf . f, . IllO Of e. a
lvlr .  R. '  I .  Mulley.
ivrr. t .  Jewers.
rvrr. A. Cutt ing
Capt. Errington. Clerk to the Council .

The clection of a Parish Council is d.ue to take place in fostook Village
Hall on tuesday 5th rvXay, 1958.

IiliPORT.Alflf NOTE

The total cost of hiring the Village HalI and holding the cootbined.
election for the District Council and the Parish Council f" upp"oximately €20,which is shared._equally betwe.n the District and. the Faristr. 

-ir 
there ii no'District council elebtion the whore cost has to--_!c__bgIlg_bJl*ths=Egels_h, and-that

u e a n s r o r . r g h 1 y a f o u r p e n n y � f f i e n t s . I f t h c r e i s n o & a r i s h
Council .ellection thu District bears the whole cost,

TLre Iostoak Farish'Oouncii, bearing this in mind. and. wis6ing to sane theParish the expense of an slcction, havc-asked. the County Council to allow Tostookto elect 9 Councillors instead of- /; and thcy have bocn to1d. that the reguestwill be granted'. It is hopcd thereior" to airoid. a Farish council eleotio'n; itoan be d'one if therc are not uiore than i nominees. The existing Farish Councilhave agreed. that they would wclcome cveryone who wishes to scrve, and tJrey feelthat this cin be arranged. by friendly agrceuent.

The Village Greeng

In Octobcr lirst a Sub-Co,n,nittee of the County Council,s Highwaxs Counittee
visited' the Green and met thc Chairman and C1erk of trr" Farieh council. Tostockhi'd' hoped. that the county Gouncil would makc a comptei" ;;il;;y, runni.ng theentire length, on tho north sidc of thc Green. th; County councif , fro*Jrrer, or"not prepared' to il'o ttris. But they have r:nd,ertaken to replir the existing roadwaywhich runs for a few 5rard.s.;ast of thc Post Office, and. to oi.ltce gooct the
footpath which runs'past the Chapcl to F1a.tt's lrrne. Furth,or, for the sun of€10, they will "carr;i out certain repr'.irs to the remining potiio6 of the traok
outside the limits of the footpath.rr The lbrish Council-lri" """opte6 thisagreouent, and the work vrilL bc put in hand.,
Best Kept Village uombetition.

- ltrvery suminsr a computition, sponsored. by thc suffoLk Ruirl cornrriunity
oouncilr-takes phog to encourage resid.ents 1o take a pride in the appearcnce oftheir village. .[,reCIlers of thc County Counci]- and. otheis act as ;ud,gei. lylarks
are given for thc appenrance and oondition of the Village Centre, the Village
Green, the Churclfta, the Village I.{11, tho cond.ition 6r hed.gcs, feinces and,
w1]1s, thc clcanliness of vcrges, tid.iness of flower gardens Jt". fn" winning
village is award.ed., as a trophyr-a wrought iron sign which is ereoted, in aprouincnt position ernd. ht Id. for one /darr

In Tostoclc, thanks to the Parochial Churoh Council and. to those vrho so
--c-onPcientiously.do__t}: *9Tk, our churchyard. is one of the tid.iest in Suff,olk.lYe.have a Village HalI which, thanks to the r{anagement Committee, i; ;;;it--'
painted- and'weIl cared for. But how canwe enter for the'oonpetit ion, wiihout
looking f'oolish,
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of our village road.s are neglected. by the county council?
gnst we have not had. the services of a roaa lengthman) r

when b. we have nearly an acre of conmon lands (the Green and the J,eys) which
is beyond the incous and. ability of the Parish uouncil to te!p'even
uiod.erately tidy? (antr across which vehioles plough unsightly iraotcs).

when &,

when c ,

the verges
(For a year

thoughtless pcople throw Littcr about? (someone has aast eropty
bottles and. paper into thc ciitch in church Road. whioh the parish
Council  has lately haci cleaned out).
thoughtlcss.peoplc darnag.: the Ju:bil-ee seat under the chestnut tree on
the Greon? (It no',,r I ccrks .i-ikc g, to.)'bh..L(:ts o].i ii,it,-;li) .

'when d..
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Cannot a pride in our village be instilled. into our child.ren, the inajority
of whom have such nice marurers? Do people lmow that to throw littld about is
now a punishable offence?

As for the^rest, the verges and the grass and the weod.s, nothing can be
d'one until the uounty Council changes its policy, And that 6an only-happen when
the majority of Councillorg t"rke a prid.e and jnterest in the villag-is. 

-ffriu 
it

a point to rerr:ernber when electing a CounoiLlor,

Natural Hlstory.

fn November 1956 i lctter was roccivea from the EarI of Crr.nbrook,
Presid.ent of the Suffolk Naturalistsr bociety', sariiog that years ago lhe
Rev. Julian Tuck had rcported catching the ye11ow necked. fieidslouse- (A;roclenus
flavicoJ.lls) in the ohuich at I'ostock. Appirently tnis is a rare spocies a1d.
Lord' Cranbrook is investigating whcrc it ciin be located in the British Isles.IIe wond'ered' if it vras stil] eating thc hassocks and flowers in the chureh.

As a roatter of fact the Pirrochial Ctrurch Council had. been suffering the
depredations of mice, which had, even attcnd.cc Divine ii<;rvicc, thoy hail to be
evlcted. But it was-not krown vrhether 'r;hcse were yellow nccked fieldrnioe or not.

rn october 19i7 a corony of micc ergain invad.ed. tlrc ohurch and traps had. to
be ge t. Qte &y {lr... Sherwood., who hle'lv something about Apod.emus flaviio1lis,
caught a mouse e.nd. his interest was aroused.. '&re corpsu, guttcd., was aespat6hecl
to r,ord' Cranbrooit, who wrote a grateful letter confirmin! {fr"t it ,rvas tho rare
speaies about vrhich hc haC enguired.,

- fttis yellcrw necked' fisld.mouse is larger than the ord.inary fie,ld.uouse; it ls
I inchcs long frora nose to tail tip; thu belly is usually whiier c.nd lt has a
yellowish-buff collar stretching right aoross the bhest betrrroen the forelegs.rrfery little is known about the anirnal whioh hes only been record.ed. from about
/0 places in England. and lt/ales, it is not isxown from Sootland or lreland.. Of
these J0 rccord's, 22 are frorn Suffolk (no other county has more than 5) so that
ln this county alone are ure nui.r being able to say sonething dofinite about its
distribution irnd habits, but further inforr:ation is badly n6ededr.

I'rord. Cranbrook is an:rious to know if any rnice of other species, ord.inary
uice or long taileci field.,riice, are oaught in the church.

During tho hear4y snowfaLls at the end of !'ebruary some little mound.s of
soaked' bread. wcre sprcrd. out along a waIl for the bird.s. Iurned.iately three hungry
robins cane. fnstead. of falling to and eating thc fooci they fell ti ancl. fough[
each othor, Just l ikc human beings.

Aruaual Farish ureetine .

The Annur,l Parish ivlecting will bc held in Tostock Village IIaII on Monday
24th i farah at J.J0.p.m.
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