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MINUTES OF TOSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY  21st SEPTEMBER 2011
PRESENT:
Cllrs  Ms S Waitkins,  Mrs V Kemball,  R Cross, M Bauly, R Wadsworth, M O’Reilly,

S Spence  & Mrs M Bottomley (clerk).  
D Cllr Ms Sarah Mansel & Mrs L Jones (Village Hall)
8 villagers
NOTE:   Items raised in Public Forum –
                Query on  Enforcement timetable for land adjoining Place Farm – D Cllr Mansel to investigate


   Livingstone House site issues – Chairman to visit residents

                Lack of visibility caused by overgrown hedge in Norton Road – Chairman to visit resident


   Ragwort problem on Allotments – trustees for the Poors Estate to be advised
APOLOGIES   -  Cllr W Moore & C Cllr/D Cllr  Mrs J Storey
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Cllr M Bauly

Item 5 Planning
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  10.08.11
It was proposed by Cllr Cross, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the  10th August 2011 be approved as a true and accurate record and signed accordingly.  All in favour. 
REPORTS

C Cllr Mrs J Storey –   confirmed by e-mail that planning application 2608/11 had now been approved The Clerk would also be contacted shortly regarding locality funding information for the bench.

D Cllr Ms Sarah Mansel – presented her report covering The Budget Challenge; Planning Policy; Council Tax payments; Gypsy and Traveller Sites; Waste and recycling; A14 road works and Stowmarket Car Parks.   (report circulated to all councillors prior to  the meeting)
Village Hall -  written report provided covering ROSPA inspection of the Playground; storage container; Tostock Village Olympics; Future Project to improve VH facilities and fundraising Calendar for 2011/2012.  Next meeting Wednesday  18th January 2012. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Applications considered since August meeting:-

2795/11  
Livingston House, Flatts Lane:  Raise canopy of one lime tree (T107) and one hawthorn tree (G001).  Raise  canopy four Norway maple.  Remove dead elm trees (G001), (T054) 1 Horse chestnut (G001 – suppressed) 1 Norway maple (T049 or T048), 1 selius (dying) T055 (dead elm).  Raise canopy/lower canopy and rim T049/T048).  From retained trees, general tree management with pruning and removal of dead branches and ivy


PC comment:  Object –  letter attached to minutes providing reasons.
Subsequent letter received from MSDC regarding Notice of Intent noted.

2608/11  
St Andrews Church, Church Road:  Construction of trench arch drain



PC comment:  Support

The following application was considered:-

0477/85
Land adjoining Foresters, New Road: Severance of land and erection of one detached bungalow.  Creation of new vehicular access.

PC comment:  Support.  (proposed by Cllr Mrs Kember, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth – all in favour)

MSDC applications granted: 
2358/11
Place Farmhouse, Church Road. Erection of an infill extension, new dormer and minor alterations to private dwelling
2608/11  
St Andrews Church, Church Road:  Construction of trench arch drain

2296/11
Flinders, The Green: Erection of single storey extensions to east, north and west elevations.
Planning enforcement matters by MSDC - e-mail from Mr M Campbell of Place Farm regarding progress of breached planning controls by Mr G Lebbon and GL Cars Ltd.  Concern expressed that planning issues and time scales were not being addressed with no enforcement occurring.  Cllr O’Reilly proposed writing to Mid Suffolk on the matter.  Seconded by Cllr Mrs Kemball, four in favour, one abstention.  

Clerk /Chairman to draft appropriate letter to be sent to Head of Planning with copies to MP, David Ruffey County & District Councillors 
FINANCE
619
Internal Audit Report: There were no queries

620
Finance report:  Recent report submitted and tabled.  Working party to meet during the next four weeks to draw up recommendations for the precept 2012/2013. Proposed by Cllr Ms Waitkins, seconded by Cllr Bauly – all in favour.
621
Cheques: It was proposed by Cllr Bauly, seconded by Cllr Ms Waitkins that the following               cheques be issued.  All in favour.

 Chq


 965
Personnel expenses




£185.52

 966
Tostock V.Hall hire




£  60.50

 967
Suffolk ACRE (insurance)



£468.40


 968
Command Pest Control




£  54.00


 969
Lawn Hopper (treatment to green)


£  80.00


 Current A/c    £5,219.56                  Income: £835.05 (Newsletter/HLS grant/Wayleave/J.Mugs)
622
Quarterly Receipts/Payments summary/budget comparison  up to 21st September 2011
circulated to all councillors.

623
S106 query: Clerk to contact MSDC and enquire whether there is any allocation in respect of the new properties in Flatts Lane.
ALLOTMENT

Change of stile: Cllr Wadsworth explained the difficulties experienced by villagers using the current stile - presence of cattle, the step in particular being slippery along with the fact that the turnstile was unsuitable for disabled access.  Following some discussion the meeting agreed that the clerk should write to the land owner asking him to replace the stile.  Proposed by Cllr Cross, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly.
PARISH PLAN -   Defer to next meeting 
VILLAGE MATTERS
Traffic calming, signage, speed and weight restrictions for the village needed to be discussed with 
SCC Highways in order to resolve  problems being experienced.  Clerk to write and invite Highways to meet on site and discuss with councillors.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kemball, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly – all in favour.

Trees & verges around the T junction/entrance leading to Tostock from the Beyton Road were not being maintained satisfactorily and  councillors agreed this was an area which should be dealt with by Highways.  Clerk to contact Highways on this matter.
The Woodland Trust were to come out about cutting back and removing the dead trees from Church Road (the Church) down to the ditch before the bridge. It was anticipated to take 5 days.  Mr Villiers was also dealing with some of the dead trees.  Since the trees had originally been planted by the parish council,  Cllrs Bauly and Cross kindly offered to trim the remaining ones. The Chairman agreed to speak with a villager about cutting the grass.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kemball, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth – all in favour.
Firework Display 2011 -  Suffolk ACRE had advised that the cost to insure against losses in the event 
of wet/poor weather occurring on the evening was approximately £500.  Concern was expressed over the current state of the green since reinstatement had not taken place following the display last year.  If the display took place this year it was essential to ensure any remedial  was carried out as soon as possible after the event. Agenda item for the next meeting.  Cllr Ms Waitkins to be provided with a copy or scan  of the HLS agreement .
Lawn Hopper:  Concern was expressed over weed killer being applied to the Village Green and additionally that no warning signs had been erected prior/after the work.  Councillors considered whether or not the treatment should continue and following a brief discussion Cllr Wadsworth proposed terminating the arrangement.  Seconded by Cllr O’Reilly – all in favour.  Clerk to write to Lawn Hopper.
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
Role of Village Honour (plaque) -Working Party to be formed to identify the achievements of residents who have contributed to village activities  over a long period of time.  Proposed by Cllr Ms Waitkins, seconded by Cllr Spence – all in favour.

Bench –  it was proposed by Cllr O’Reilly that the newly erected seat  on the Green should be dedicated to the late Alan Bauly  in recognition of his work for Tostock village.  Seconded by Cllr Mrs Kemball - all in favour.
CORRESPONDENCE
Various brochures for circulation    

SCC – mobile library consultation.  Chairman to complete
Letter from PCC – Advent Festival last weekend in November.  Tabled
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Parish Council Meeting 9th November 2011.
Cllr Wadsworth  presented his apologies for being unable to attend the November meeting,

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 p.m.. 
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