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MINUTES OF TOSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY  9th NOVEMBER 2011
PRESENT:
Cllrs  Ms S Waitkins,  Mrs V Kemball,  R Cross, M Bauly,  M O’Reilly, S Spence,


W Moore & Mrs M Bottomley (clerk).  D Cllr Ms Sarah Mansel
Mrs L Jones (Village Hall)
Mr J Popham & Mr G Lebbon (The Yard, Place Farm)

2 villagers
NOTE:   Items raised in Public Forum –
                The Yard, Place Farm, Tostock


   Repair of footpath – Place Farm

APOLOGIES   -  Cllr  R Wadsworth & County/District Councillor Mrs J Storey
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Cllr Bauly

-  Item 5 Planning

Cllr Cross

-  Item 5 Planning

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  21.09.11
It was proposed by Cllr Spence, seconded by Cllr Moore that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the  21st September 2011 be approved as a true and accurate record and signed accordingly.  All in favour. 
The meeting recessed for the next item.
REPORTS

C Cllr Mrs J Storey –   copy of report circulated to all councillors.  Report covered the appointment of the new Chief Executive, 2012/2013 latest Budget information, update on Libraries, and Education – options for the future of schools in the Thurston area.
D Cllr Ms Sarah Mansel – presented her report covering the Babergh merger, the Boundary Review, National Planning Policy framework and the Stowmarket Area Action Plan/Mid Suffolk Core Strategy.  Copy of report circulated all councillors.

Police -  There had been 1 crime reported since  15th September.  This related to a wooden paddock fence located on Church Road.  A vehicle ended up in the ditch at the location as a result of an RTA and the owner/driver damaged the fence using it to try and remove the car from its location.  The owner to pay the cost of repairs to the fence.

The new number to remember for non-emergency calls is “101”

Arrests made and drugs seized as part of a two-week operation targeting those who deal in  Class A drugs.

The Mid Suffolk West Safer Neighbourhood Team website is www.onesuffolk.co.uk/SaferSuffolk/MidSuffolk south

Village Hall -  written report provided covering ROSPA inspection of the Playground; storage container; Tostock Village Olympics – planning meeting on 16th November in the village hall; Future Project to improve VH facilities and fundraising Calendar for 2011/2012 – Casino Night Saturday 3rd March 2012.  Next meeting Wednesday  18th January 2012. (report circulated)
The meeting reconvened.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Cllrs Cross and Bauly left the meeting whilst the following application was considered:-
3485/11  
The Yard, Place Farm, Church Road: hard standing/hard surfacing of vehicle display, sales and hire area, use of land for display sale and hire of vehicles

There were 23 issues that had not been acted upon over a period of time and it was agreed to write a letter to the Planning Department at MSDC over this lack of enforcement by them. Additionally 6 businesses had been allowed to become established.  None of the suspected breaches had been confirmed and the applicant was to confirm the situation.  The Agent for Mr Lebbon  to provide details of the 23 contraventions.  

It was also noted there was no scrap yard business and there were no proper signs for the site.
The parish council also required assurance regarding the status of the footpath (No. 2). Letter to be sent to SCC Rights of Way.

MSDC to be notified not to proceed with the application for Certificate of Lawful Existing Use until  the whole matter had been properly researched.  The parish council would decide once all the facts were available.

Proposed by Cllr Spence, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly – all in favour.

Cllr Cross returned to the meeting.

MS/
SCC consultation Ticehurst Gravels, Malsters: 
1. Variation of condition to allow retention of weighbridge. Associated buildings and access in association with adj waste disposal area by 31.03.2015. 2. Variation of condition to allow continued storage and recycling of inert waste and infilling of land to achieve restorations by 31.03.2015

PC Comment:  Support – proposed by Cllr Kemball, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly – all in favour.

Cllr Bauly returned to the meeting.

Applications approved by MSDC: 
3099/11
Land adjoining Foresters, New Road. Severance of land and erection of one detached bungalow.  Creation of new vehicular access

The parish council had not been advised in respect of Application 3549/11 - permitted agricultural development – and councillors were concerned over the possible development of the site.  Councillors agreed that clarification regarding permitted agricultural development / planning policy guidelines  should be obtained from the Planning Officer at MSDC.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs Kemball, seconded by Cllr Spence – all in favour.
FINANCE
623
S106 query: MSDC had advised that £6,420 was available but there were restrictions on those applicants who could apply for funding and the Community Development Officer was checking this with the Legal Department.  It was proposed by Cllr Cross, seconded by Cllr Moore to place an article in the Chronicle inviting submissions for possible project funding.  All in favour.


It was noted that the Past & Present Society had lodged a request for a projector at an estimated cost of £428.99.

624
Cheques: It was proposed by Cllr Spence, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly that the following               cheques be issued.  All in favour.


 Chq


 970
T W Garden Services (replacement for damaged chq. 964)
 
£360.00

 971
Personnel expenses





£341.76

 972
BDO (Audit 2011)





£174.00


 973
Ms J Wheeler (Newsletter)




£154.87


 Current A/c    £7,388.39               Income: £514.97 (Newsletter/Cleaning/ bench grant/interest)
625
Query on Play equipment funding:  It was proposed by Cllr Bauly, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly 

to donate a small sum towards the project.  Figure to be agreed when considering the precept.

Cllr O’Reilly spoke briefly on drawing up the precept for next year and the need to ensure all standard/basic outlays such as insurance, personnel, grass cutting etc. were covered, to consider additional requests for funding from organisations in the village and the need to adhere to a fixed budget.  It was not an option to rely on taking funds from the council’s substantial reserves as a proportion of the reserves would be ring fenced for specific projects.
626
Newsletter: The Chronicle now needed to be outsourced since the printer currently being used had finally reached the end of  its service life.  Enquiries had been made and a suitable company found to produce the newsletter in future.  Cllr Moore proposed the quote submitted by Swaingrove Ltd be approved, seconded by Cllr Mrs Kemball – all in favour.


Councillors gave a vote of appreciation to Ms J Wheeler for all her hard work in undertaking the production of the Newsletter to date.
ALLOTMENT

Change of stile: Cllr Ms Waitkins reported that the matter had been partially resolved and Cllr Bauly agreed to have further discussions with the owner to finalise matters.

PARISH PLAN 
The Chairman reported that a meeting had been arranged for 12th December with Annette Gray of Suffolk ACRE.  Five people so far had put their names down to be on the Committee but there were no representatives from the Village Hall or the Church.

VILLAGE MATTERS
Traffic calming – the Chairman  had recently met with SCC Highways in order to resolve problems being experienced.  It was thought that the 30mph sign would not be possible but a solar speed reduction sign might be agreed.  

The give way sign (1088 Fox & Goose bridge) –there was no priority sign on the road surface.  Highways to be advised.

Trees & verges –  Cllr Ms Waitkins thanked all those involved in cutting back and removing the dead trees etc.   Maintenance of the T junction/entrance leading to Tostock from the Beyton Road had been reported  to CSD as being a responsibility of SCC Highway. 
Firework Display -  HLS Agreement currently with the Chairman.  To indemnify against wet/poor weather  on the evening was considered too expensive. Further discussion December meeting.
Village Green -  there had been a car parking in front of the newly located bench and following the Chairman contacting the villager concerned, the matter appeared to be resolved.
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
Nothing to report – next meeting of the WP is scheduled for the 16th November.
CORRESPONDENCE
Various brochures for circulation    

Road closure (U4900) circulated to all councillors

A Postle – re overgrown hedge

Boundary Commission – for circulation

Mid Suffolk Core Strategy review – circ all cllrs.

Dates for meetings in May next year

Co-option on Agenda for December

Letter to Mrs V Addison - tabled

SCC grit bins and locations

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Parish Council Meeting 14th December 2011.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 p.m..
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