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MINUTES OF TOSTOCK ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY  18th MAY 2011
PRESENT:
Cllrs  Ms S Waitkins,  Mrs V Kemball,  R Cross, M Bauly & R Wadsworth &
Mrs M Bottomley (clerk).  C Cllr/D Cllr  Mrs J Storey 
17 villagers
Declarations of Acceptance had been completed and handed to the clerk.  Councillors were advised that the Register of Interest needed to be completed and returned to the Clerk within 28 day i.e. 2nd June 2011.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Chairman

Cllr Ms S Waitkins
-  proposed by Cllr  Wadsworth,, seconded by Cllr Mrs 
Kemball – all in favour.  There were no other nominations.   Declaration of Acceptance  duly signed.
Vice Chairman

Cllr Wadsworth

-  proposed by Cllr Bauly, seconded by Cllr Cross – all in 







   favour.  There were no other nominations.
NOTE:   Items raised in Public Forum –
                Ashley Close   – query
   

                Request for reduction in advertising charges in The Chronicle  


   Locality budget / village hall – Agenda item              

APOLOGIES   -  None  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - None
MINUTES OF MEETING  20.04.11
It was proposed by Cllr Ms Waitkins, seconded by Cllr Mrs Kemball that the minutes of the  Parish Council meeting held on the 20th April 2011 be approved as a true and accurate record and signed accordingly.  All in favour. 
CO-OPTION OF APPLICANTS

Four applicants had applied to be considered for co-option and following a  paper vote the following were co-opted.  Proposed by Cllr Ms Waitkins, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth – all in favour.

S Spence
D Harman         M O’Reilly
    W Moore

Declarations of Acceptance were signed by all four  who then joined the meeting.  Clerk to circulate list  of addresses and contact numbers for all nine councillors.  Registers of Interest to be completed and returned by 2nd June.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES
Defer to the next meeting.

The meeting recessed for the following item.

REPORTS

C Cllr Mrs J Storey –   verbal report provided covering budget cuts, review of services, staff reductions , introduction of the New Strategic Direction and  locality funding.  Full written report attached.

D Cllr Mrs J Storey –  District Councillor Mrs Storey advised that following the May 5th elections there had been a change of councillors for the Elmswell, Norton & Tostock ward.  Whilst she was the Conservative Party councillor, Sarah Mansel was the Green Party councillor.   The Conservatives had won an extra seat at Mid Suffolk but were themselves facing a different opposition group.  The Liberal Democrats went from 10 seats to just 4, and unfortunately that included Carol Milward who had served the ward for a number of years.  The Green Party now had four seats and together with the two Suffolk Together members and possibly one Independent now formed the official opposition.

TRAINING DATES FOR COUNCILLORS
Councillors Moore, Mrs Kemball & Spence expressed a preference for attending training sessions being held by SALC on Saturdays.  The chairman  indicated she would  like to attend the next Leadership Skills  course being organised.  Clerk to obtain details.

FINANCE
610
 Cheques: It was proposed by Cllr Mrs  Kemball, seconded by Cllr Spence that the following    

              cheques be issued.  All in favour.


 Chq


 946
Mrs Jones  (Street Party)



£114.60 s145

 947
Ms P Heywood (Street Party)



£108.25 s145

 948
Ms Waitkins (Street Party)



£161.59 s145

 949
Cancelled

 950
Personnel expenses




£339.88

 951
Clarkes of Walsham (Village sign post)


£143.70


 952
T W  Garden Services (church grass)


£144.00


 Current A/c    £9,576.15              Reserve A/c      £28,328.68     Income: £2,500 (precept)
611 
Unaudited Accounts 2010/2011:  Copies of the accounts for the year were circulated to all councillors and acceptance proposed by Cllr Spence, seconded by Cllr Wadsworth – all in favour.  The annual governance statement was also approved under this item.
612
Risk Assessment – this had already been reviewed in March 2011.
613
Standing/Financial Orders – councillors agreed no change to both documents
614
Auditor for 2011/2012 – councillors noted that SALC had previously undertaken the internal audit for the parish council.  Cllr Moore proposed that SALC should continue as the internal auditor for the coming year.  Seconded by Cllr Harman, all in favour.
615
Signatories –Cllrs Ms Waitkins, Moore & Mrs Kemball to complete and progress the bank mandate as soon as possible.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Cllr O’Reilly declared a personal /prejudicial interest in the following application, and having made various comments in response to queries, took no further  part.

1251/11 

Flinders, The Green:  Erection of extension to front, side and rear following demolition of  garage

Councillors recommended supporting this application.  Proposed by Cllr Harman, seconded by Cllr Moore – all in favour.
Cllr O’Reilly rejoined the meeting.

Application refused by MSDC:

0321/11
Crispin Cottage, The Green. (LB)  Erection of two storey rear extension (following

demolition of garage and existing rear flat roof extension)
S106 DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS

Bore Hole for Allotments (609) – councillors recessed briefly to discuss funding and licensing matters and  

on reconvening it was suggested enquiries should be made through MSDC in respect of obtaining a 
possible grant.   Item to remain on the agenda.
UPKEEP OF VILLAGE AND ITS GREENS
Grit bins – the bins have now been sunk down into the ground and are less intrusive.

Benches – Cllr Wadsworth agreed to organise the purchase and delivery by the end of June.

New post for Village Sign – now installed but the meeting noted there was a problem with rabbits in the surrounding area.  Cllr Harman agreed to cement the area underneath the sign.  Cllr  Cross offered to resolve the problem of the rabbits  and Cllr O’Reilly agreed to fill in the deeper  rabbit holes with top soil.  Acceptance proposed by Cllr Harman, seconded by the Chairman all in favour.
PARISH PLAN 
The Chairman advised that the initial cost of applying for a grant would be in the region of £200 to £300 and  Suffolk ACRE would assist in formulating the grant application to start the plan.  Following a brief discussion Cllr Cross proposed applying for the grant utilising the services of Suffolk ACRE.  Seconded by Cllr Mrs Kemball –  8 councillors in favour, 1 abstention. 
CORRESPONDENCE
Various brochures for circulation    

SCC -  Safe Suffolk Traders.  Poster for Notice Board

SCC – Street lighting changes.  Letter tabled. Poster for Notice Board.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Annual Parish Meeting 25th May 2011.
Parish Council Meeting 29th June 2011.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05 p.m.
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