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MINUTES OF TOSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY  11th JANUARY 2012
PRESENT:
Cllrs  Ms S Waitkins (Chairman) , Mrs V Kemball, M Bauly,  M O’Reilly, W Moore, R Wadsworth . D Cllr Ms Sarah Mansel 
2 villagers
NOTE:  No items raised in Public Forum 
APOLOGIES   
Cllrs S Spence & R Cross.  

Mrs Bottomley (clerk) 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  14th December 2011
Due to the Clerk being unwell councillors agreed to defer the December minutes until the February 2012 meeting.

The Chairman informed the meeting that the telephone kiosk had finally been repaired – thanks to Michael Bauly and Walter Thompson.  She asked for ideas as to the possible use the kiosk could be put to.  All councillors agreed a note should be put in the Chronicle requesting suggestions which could then be considered.

The meeting recessed for the next item.
REPORTS

D Cllr Ms Sarah Mansel – report  from the District Councillor was read.
The meeting reconvened.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following applications were considered:-
4300/11
Tostock Village Hall, Norton Road.  Significantly reduce 1no. Poplar



PC comment: Support

4307/11
The Crossings, The Green.  Erect single storey pitched roof garage/studio (following

demolition of existing garage)  Re-locate oil tank.  Erect palisade fence.


PC comment:  No objections raised.  

However councillors objected to the proposed demolition of the existing double garage and the erection of a single garage with a studio to include toilet and shower facilities.  This increased the floor area by almost 50% and would restrict light to the neighbouring house.  The proposed wooded cladding would be out of character next to Class11 house and was inappropriate in a conservation area.
There was also concern regarding the proposed driveway which would be of granite or Yorkshire brick.  

Although a wayleave has been granted to allow access to this property across the Green, the ground still remains in the ownership of the Parish Council and the proposed resurfacing to the driveway could not be considered before any easement has been applied for – and granted.
The picket fencing was thought to be out of character considering the house was in a conservation area.
In the absence of the Clerk it was agreed that the comments of the council be passed to the Planning Department by the Chairman.

FINANCE
628
Precept 2012/2013: This was discussed at length with regard to details and proposals outlined by Cllr O’Reilly (leader of the Finance Working Group)

It was agreed that certain items of expenditure – Clerk’s salary/expenses, Chronicle production, insurance, subscriptions and audit fees etc remained constant.  Savings in other directions would be investigated.  It was suggested that the VHMC be asked to contribute towards the costs of cutting the football pitches and playing field as they benefited from hiring fees.  The PCC  should be granted £500 towards maintenance of the churchyard with any additional costs being met by them.  Savings were also to be made by having Command Pest Control treat The Leys twice a year instead of four times – as at present.  The unnecessary weed treatment had already been cancelled.

Councillors noted the audit  requirement for the year end balance plus 50% of the requested precept to be retained  at any time in the Parish Council reserve funds.

With all the above being considered, a precept of £5,000 was proposed by Cllr Wadsworth, seconded by Cllr O’Reilly – all in favour.  

Councillors agreed for a note to be put into the Chronicle asking for willing volunteers to carry on the work of earlier residents in helping and caring for the village in an endeavour to keep maintenance costs down.

It was further agreed that at a suitable time, all the last year’s invoices and expenditure should be re-examined to look for other possible savings.

Councillors also agreed to consider the reinvestment of some reserve funds to obtain a higher return.

ALLOTMENT

Change of stile: Cllr Wadsworth reported that the enquiry was to be investigated by the SCC Footpath Officer.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Parish Council Meeting 1st February 2012 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting.
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